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Climate Change and its Impacts on
Flooding in Pierce County
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Projected Changes in Sea Level at Commencement Bay
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Magnitudes of Greatest 1-Day Streamflows
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Summary 

◼ Along with increasing temperatures, in the Pacific NW 
we are expecting wetter winters and drier summers

◼ Coastal flooding due to sea level rise and high river 
flows is apt to become increasingly problematic 

◼ Given present resources and the policy landscape, what 
actions should be taken in recognition of the changing 
climate?
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